
I was sick of the smell. Every time my dad lit a 
cigarette on his balcony, the smoke wafted up 
to my bedroom and I knew he was one cancer 
stick closer to death. After many unsuccessful 
attempts to sabotage his habit (soaking his 
cigarettes in water, ripping off filters, hiding 
matches), I decided to find a more artistic way 
to convey my disapproval. When he saw the 
Morons painting I had left in his bedroom, he 
woke me up to congratulate me on finally 
motivating him to quit. He also paid me $400, 
with the stipulation that I use the money to 
do for other smokers what I had done for 
him. 

Morons became an L.A. classic, eliciting 
hundreds of impassioned emails from 
total strangers – all in response to the 
nocturnal antics of a 14-year-old. 
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Subject: Thanks
From: diana mendez <diana_mendez_romero@yahoo.com>
Date: Mon, August 02, 2010 2:24 pm
To: hope@kaiaspire.com

Hi Kai, 

I came across your “morons”/marlborogh poster today just about an hour after I 
threw away a half empty box of cigarettes with the decision to quit (again).  I took a 
picture of your poster and put it on my cell phone wall paper to be reminded of my 
decision to quit every time I check my phone.  

Here’s hoping it sticks. 

Thanks! 
Diana

Subject: RE: Thanks
From: <hope@kaiaspire.com>
Date: Mon, August 09, 2010 1:40 pm
To: “diana mendez” <diana_mendez_romero@yahoo.com>

thank you so much, you quitting and using my art to help you quit is an honor keep it 
up if youre ever having a hard day and you feel like you need to smoke email me to 
get youre mind off it and spread the art please

kai 

Subject: Morons.
From: Markus Rutledge <thegreatlazlo@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, July 28, 2011 5:23 pm
To: HOPE@KAIASPIRE.COM

“The streets are where most of the negativity is playing out, so it only makes sense to 
fight back within that environment.”

Then why are you fighting back WITH negativity? Why not motivate, rather than 
ridicule? I know you think you came up with something really witty, but in fact, you’re 
just bullying on a large scale. I’m guessing your next piece doesn’t call fat kids Mo-
rons? Yet obesity is ranked neck and neck with tobacco. I don’t mean to attack you, 
personally, and wouldn’t have cared until I read your little mission 
statement and its “nothing is as effective as street art in producing change in 
everyday life.” If you want to attack big tobacco, go for it, but when you attack its 
victims, I can garner zero respect for your motives or your work.

Just my 2 cents.

-Markus Rutledge



Subject: Morons Commiting suicide-
From: Chris Dryer <jesuslovesyou112@yahoo.com>
Date: Thu, September 30, 2010 6:49 pm
To: hope@kaiaspire.com

I saw your art picture in the L.A. District. I really appreciate the message you are presenting to the public. There has al-
ready been hate towards your art. For example, some random person had written on your poster in a public area “My 
Life, My Body, F*** off” I was startled, because I had just seen it. Anyway keep up the good work. jesuslovesyou112 
has seen your website kaiaspire.com

Subject: “Morons” Dude why?
From: braka2000-harper@yahoo.com
Date: Tue, September 14, 2010 5:02 am
To: hope@kaiaspire.com

Heya Kai,

I keep seeing your morons sign around town and I’m asking you please to stop. Why do you have to spread a message 
of negativity? I’m out having a wonderful time with my friends, trying to fend off the problems of life... money, love 
politics and all of a sudden I see your posters and it really puts me off. Affects mine and my friends mood. 

I’m a big fan of street art. From Banksy to Blu blu, but their Art spreads a message of hope and positivity.

I know you have good intentions. I’m simply trying to appeal to your sense of 
reason. Please, it’s really a buzzkill. I work hard, I get my heart broken, I got 
enough problems in my life without someone attacking the life choices of me 
and my friends.

Whatever happened to live and let live?

Should I hiss at smokers? Should I walk up to them on the street when they’re with their girls and tell them that they’re 
morons? Do you do that?

Seriously man. It’s bad manners. It’s just plain rude, unproductive, patronizing and one more problem in an otherwise 
imperfect world. 

Regards,

B
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